
























THE SEAFORD P. T. A. 

A 

In February 1941 it was proposed that a history of the 
Seaford P. T. A. be compiled and written during the year, and 
that it be presented at the meeting of the P. T. A. in connec¬ 
tion with the Founder's Day program. Mrs. Elizabeth Hogg 
Ironmonger was appointed historian of the orgainzation to do 
the necessary research and to prepare the manuscript history. 

The task was begun immediately. 

The orgainzation of the Seaford Patron's League, as the 
Parent-Teacher Association was then called, took place in the 
Fall of 1916. A new four-room school building had been built 
on the Back Creek Road in 1916, ready for t'r.e opening of school 
in September. This building replaced, two ur. r old school 
buildings on Seaford Road, just opposite the Methodist 

Church. 

At that time the Reverend A. D . Renforth .Division Super¬ 
intendent of the York and Warwick County Schocx^. -oon after 
school opened in the new building Mr. Renfortn called a meeting 
of the patrons of the school at Zion Methodist Church, in Seaford. 
The purpose of this meeting was to lay before the body the bene¬ 
fits which would be derived, through the organization of a Patron' 
League. He eia-ted that such an organization would bring about a 
closer acquaintance of parents and teachers, that it would prc/^de 
a common knowledge of home-conditions for the teachers and sch'u l 
conditions for the parents, thus promoting a better working p' 1 2fh 
and a closer co-operation of home and school for the improve^e'nTi 



of educational advantages for our children. Such an organization 
would also be most helpful in meeting the needs from time to time 
of the school, by providing extra equipment which was not included 
in the furnishings by the School Board from their meager budget. 

Mr. G. E. Purgold was made chairman of the first Seaford 
Patron's League for the year 1916-17, being elected to that office 
at the above meeting, Mrs. Louise Hogg was vice-chairman and Mrs. 
Lucy Freeman was chosen secretary.! 

Although no minutes of this 1916 meeting were available in 
1941, it was definitely established that Mr. Purgold was chairman 
of the group two years, 1916-17 and 1917-18. 

It seemed wise to record names of the teachers year by year, 
as well as names of the Patron's League officers, thus keeping 
the events in proper balance year by year. The new Seaford School 
had for its first faculty, 1916-17, Miss Adele Bibb, Miss Holland, 
and Miss Edith Rothweiler. The date was established from two 
school report cards, signed by Miss Bibb, in possession of 
the historian. The next session, 1917-18, the teachers were 
Miss Bibb, principal, Misses Bessie Raines and Mattie Freeman, 
(verified by signed report cards). 

Three large framed pictures were bought by the Patron's League 
during its first year and were hung in the three school rooms. 

In the Fall of 1918 there was a scarcity of teachers because 
of World War I, and the Seaford School did not open until November 
of that year, the teachers being Mrs. Robert Wainwright of Dare, 


1. When this history was written in 1941 this meeting was 
remembered by Mrs. Louise Hogg and by the historian. 
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Mrs. Bessie Callis Hornsby and Miss Molly Parker. Later Miss Etta 
Nottingham finished the unexpired term of Mrs. Bessie Hornsby. 
During this school term Mrs. L. 0. Powell was president of the 
Patron's League and it was decided to purchase window shades for 
the school. Each teacher used her pupils in a public program, 
charging admission, and the money thus collected, together with 
money from the Patron's League treasury, paid for the curtains 
for three rooms and hall. These shades were quite expensive as 
they were made with double rollers and were hung at the middle 
sash, the top piece being controlled with a pulley at top of 
window, while the lower piece quite an improvement in controling 
the light and glare in the classrooms. 

In 1919-20 Mrs. Powell was again president and Mrs. Bessie 

Ironmonger was secretary. The teachers that year were Misses 

« 

Lieze Curtis, Marjorie Langslow and Mabel Richardson. The main 
financial goal of the league for the year was supplementing the 
above teachers' salaries by paying $2.50 each, per month on their 
board, a total of $60.00 for the year. 

In the Fall of 1920-21 Mrs. Bessie Ironmonger was elected 
president and Mrs. Louise Hogg was secretary. Aside from a.better 
understanding between home and school, which was the primary aim 
of the League, it was decided at this time to buy a new piano for 
the school. It was purchased through the School Principal, Mr. 
Stanley Armistead and cost the League $525.00. Mr. Armistead was 
very active in school theatricals and many plays and programs 
were presented during the year, the league women usually selling 
refreshments at these meetings.^ Through these activities the 

2. It must be remembered that this was before the day of 
Radio and T. V. entertainment. 
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sum was raised. Tennis equipment also was bought and a tennis 
court, laid out. Basketballs were also provided for the school 
by the Patron's League. Other teachers serving with Mr. Armis- 
tead were Misses Ina Powers and Dorothy Saxby. 

The same Patron's League officers held office for the school 
year 1921-22. 

In 1922-23 and 1923-24 Dr. L. 0. Powell was the president 

of the League. Mrs; Louise Hogg was secretary. Mrs. Olive Gray, 

. . . 3 

Misses Louise Gibbs and Molly Parker were teachers. 
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Some time during 1921-22 and 1922-23, iron guards were bought 
by the Patron's League for all of the windows in the school. Male 
patrons of the school installed the. The guards cost a hundred 
dollars or more. 

In 1923-24, the first library of Seaford School was purchased 
by the Patron's League with the County and State aid. Mr. Henry 
C. Bucknew was principal of the school that year. Miss Alice 
Green and Miss Fenton McGhee taught the lower grades. An una¬ 
bridged dictionary and stand for the same, and a larger revolving 
world globe were also provided by the League. 

In 1924-25, the curriculum of the school was enlarged to 
include Second year High School and the faculty was composed of 
four teachers, Mr. Weldon Thompson, principal. Misses Alice Green, 
Thelma Smith and Louise Edmondson. It was necessary to add a 
science course, in order to make this second year of High School 
accredited. This called for equipment, so the Patron's League 
provided a laboratory which cost $90.00. This was in use a few 


3. Signed report cards substantiate this statement. 
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years and was gradually destroyed. By 1941 (the time of this 
writing) the last piece of the equipment had disappeared. 

From 1925-1933/ the principals of the School were Mr. Norris 
L. Thomas, two years, Mr. Benson Rollins, one year, Mr. Linwood 
Lawson, five years. During this time Grady L. Montgomery, Mrs. 

W. A. Mitcher and J. R. Davis, as president, guided the activities 
of the League. The library was enlarged several times under their 
leadership, and hot lunches were provided two years by the patrons. 
New window shades were bought and new sets of maps and charts were 
installed. 

In the early part of this period the League began paying 
State dues and became a part of the District and State Federations. 
The County Federation was formed in 1930 and Seaford League became 
a part of it immediately. 

There were several changes made in the school building between 
1916 when it was built and 1942. At first, the auditorium with 
stage was on the second floor, with opening between the two rooms 
only about half way across. The chimney was at the south side of 

the building. The large gatherings of people in this upper room 

* 

caused some to think the building was not safe, so the Patron's 
League became active in having the chimney moved, the folding doors 
between second floor rooms taken out and the wall space closed, 
a stage built in a first floor room, and a door cut, to lead from 
the stage to a landing on the stairway. Fo i ding doors p i aced all 
the way across the space between two first floor rooms, thus making 
an auditorium on the first floor. Then a vestibule to the front 
door was added. Later the Community Hall which belonged to Zion 
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church, was used for all school activities requiring an auditorium 
and so the stage in the school room was removed and the folding 

doors were replaced by a solid wall. Teachers in these two rooms 

% 

had complained of noise from room to room because of these folding 
doors. 

In 1939-40, fire escapes were built and the old plastered walls 
were removed to be replaced by panelled walls; backless benches were 

made for a small auditorium and a raised platform built, so that one 

, 

room of the school could be used as an auditorium, as the Community 

v 

Hall had burned. These improvements were financed by the School 
Board but they were promoted and supported by the Patron's League. 

The water supply was improved; wiring and electricity were in¬ 
stalled. The school yard was raised and a circle-drive was made at 
the front of the building. Native shrubbery was planted several times 
but did not do well. 

The school ran as a Primary and Junior High School about eight 

years, then all high school work was centered in Poquoson High School 

4 

and Seaford High School children were transported then by bus. 

The Seaford faculty was cut to three teachers in 1933-34, who 
were Miss Katherine Manke, principal of the school, and Misses Avis 
Hunt and Margaret Green taught the primary grades. Miss Manke was 
also president of the Patron's League and Mrs. Molly Crockett was 
secretary. Hot lunches and additions to school libraries were pro¬ 
jects of the Patron's League that year. The Junior League, later 
known as S.C.A. was formed at this time. The league sponsored a 
dental clinic at the school. 


4. This was before Poquoson became a town, with a separate 
school system. 
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In 1934-35, the teachers were Misses Manke, Nancy Hedgecock and 
Margaret Green.5 The officers of the Patron's League were Mrs. 

Molly Crockett, president; Mrs. Bessie Ironmonger, Vice-president, 
and Miss Katherine Manke, secretary. These held office three years 
with only a change of secretaries. It was under the leadership of 
Mrs. Crockett that "Summer Round-Up" and pre-school clinics were 
begun. The library was again enlarged; new song books were bought 
for the school and the five-point health program was stressed, with 
certain corrections for teeth, tonsils and eyes, being financed by 
the League. 

Miss Pearl Phillips was principal in 1935-36 and in 1936-37 
assisted by Miss Nancy Hedgecock and Miss Margaret Green one year, 
and by Miss Kathryn Wilson and Miss Green the second year. 

In 1937-38, Mrs. Faye More was made president, Mrs. Harry 
DeAlba, Vice-president, and Mrs. Elsie Hansford was secretary. 

These held office two years. Miss Gertrude Sugden was school 
principal both years, assisted by Miss Kathryn Wilson and Miss 
Margaret Green the first year, and by Miss Wilson and Miss Neva 
Burcher the second year. The league became known as a Parent- 
Teacher Association or P.T.A. 

This group bought another piano for the auditorium, the former 
one having been burned in the Community Hall fire. The health 
program of the last few years was given added emphasis by the 
Association - pre-school clinic, summer-round up, five point program, 
and also child-study groups were begun for Parents._ 

In 1939-40 Mrs. Howard Sparer was made President of the P.T.A. 

5. Verified by signed report cards. 
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Mises Rice, Eleanor Lewis and Neva Burcher composed the faculty. 

Mrs. Sparrer was assisted by Mrs. Noland Sheild as Vice-president, 
and Mrs'. Sarah Riley, Secretary. These officers were re-elected 
for 1940-41 and Miss Virginia Miles replaced Miss Rice as principal. 
The Library was replentished both years under Mrs. Sparrer's lead¬ 
ership; the membership and attendance were excellent, and much in¬ 
terest was manifest by the patrons. The same health program of the 
past several years was supported; the Child-study group of Parents 
increased; a moving picture projector was bought; a first-aid kit 
was kept up-to-date. 

The organization was a "Banner League" continuously from 1933 
to the present. Prior to 1933 the League did outstanding work, but 
it was not recognized outside of its community, because it had not 
joined the Federation and paid state dues. In 1940-41, the Seaford 
P.T.A. had the highest percentage of school patrons enrolled as mem¬ 
bers, of any P.T.A. in York County. This Association also won a 
prize in the County for having the best attendance at all County 
meetings during the year. 

The P.T.A. officers for the year 1941-42 were Mrs. Noland 
Sheild, president; Mrs. Milton White, Treasurer; and Miss Jessie 
Fowler, Secretary. Objectives were outlined for the year and stand¬ 
ing committees appointed: Health, Mrs. Wesley Mills, Chairman; 
Membership, Mrs. Leonard Davis; Visual Education, Mrs Fay Moore, 
Hospitality; Mrs. Jessie Wood; Publicity, Mrs. Robert L. Hansford; 
Child Study Group, Mrs. Howard Sparrer. 

During October arrangements were made to obtain milk at the 

i.i" ... . „ v 

school each day for the children. The organization bought song 

books for the primary grades; it conducted summer round-up for 

1941-42; it increased the library; the membership grew. There was 
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an increase in the number of children who attained the five-point 
health goal. The school grounds were improved; each committee 
had charge of a monthly P.T.A. program; Founder's Day was observed 
and a contribution sent to State headquarters; a donation of $5.00 
was given to the Red Cross war-relief fund. 

In view of the attainment of these goals it was felt that 
the Seaford P.T.A. was functioning successfully as a factor for the 
promotion of better understanding and co-operation between home and 
school. Its active involvement in all projects for better educational 
advantage, for all the children of the community, was most commendable 
and successful. 

This record of 25 years of the activities of the Patron's 
League Parent-Teacher Association of Seaford School was read at 
the May 1942 meeting of the P.T.A. and adopted as its History. 

Mrs. Ironmonger was asked to add a page year by year as the good 
work continued; therefore, a condensed record of achievements 
of the next four years was added to the manuscript. 

The P.T.A. officers for 1942-43 were changed to have Mrs. Milton 
White moved up from treasurer to president, and Mrs. Thelma Mills 
was made treasurer; Mrs. Virginia Davis was re-elected vice-president, 
and Miss Jessie Fowler continued as secretary. 

This year the school had three full-time teachers which was a 
progressive movement, the faculty having been two and a half teachers 
for several years. Mrs. Thelma Mills replaced Miss Neva Burcher as 
primary teacher, while Miss Miles and Miss Fowler were returned to 
their classrooms. Some of the goals achieved were a reception in 
October for the teachers; the health committee planned and carried 
out a number of improvements; the Child Study group was increasingly 
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interesting; 25 chairs were purchased for the school auditorium, 
Founders Day was observed and a contribution sent to the State 
Treasurer. The Chesapeake District of P.T.A. met at Mathews 
High School and the Seaford P.T.A. sent Mrs. Howard Sparrer as its 
representative. Certain safety measures were taught the pupils 
and they were assisted in purchasing War Bonds and Stamps. 

It was noted in the annual report for 1943-44 that the same 
officers of the P.T.A. were re-elected, except that of secretary, 

Mrs. Marie Forrest was given that office. 

Because of the war emergency the fifty, sixth and seventh 
grades from the Naval Mine Depot at Yorktown were sent by United 
States Navy bus to Seaford School, while their teacher. Miss Flambeau, 
and the three former teachers made up the faculty. The school pro¬ 
moted the sales of War Savings Stamps. The Junior Red Cross and 
The S.C.A. were active. School children sold bangles for tuberculosis 
aid; contributed to Red Cross; sold seeds for Victory Gardens. The 
school accepted responsibility for registering residents for differ¬ 
ent ration books, including sugar rationing, the last issue of War 
Ration Book No. 4 as well as the original registration for men the 
the Selective Service system. Teachers were assisted by volunteer 
workers of the community. History and Social Study classes through¬ 
out the school emphasized World Geography and Plans for the Post- 
War world. 

In March the Yorktown children and teachers were returned to 
Yorktown as their building had been made ready for occupancy by 
that time. 

The P.T.A. voted to sell the motion picture projector for a good 
sum ($250.00) as films were not available due to the War emergency 


10 


and it was thought that at the colse of the war, possibly more up- 
to-date machines might be on the market. 

The 40th Annual Convention C.E.A. Branch of P.T.A. which 
convened in Charlottesville, October 14-15,1943 was attended by 
Mrs. Bessie Ironmonger as delegate from the Seaford P.T.A. Several 
members attended two County Federation meetings in November. Three 
delegates attended the District meeting in April when the organi¬ 
zation was awarded the Blue Scroll for good showing of Subscribers 
to the Parent-Teacher Magazine. It was recognized for its contri¬ 
bution of $15.50 to Junior Red Cross; $5.00 to Red Cross and 300 
pounds of used clothing for Russion Relief. The final report for 
the year said, "The years' work was successfully completed the first 
of June." 

After a short summer vacation the activities of the Seaford 
P.T.A. resumed speed as it entered into the 1944-45 program. New 
officers were installed, Mrs. Wesley Mills, president; Mrs. Harry 
DeAlba, Vice-president; Mrs. Marie Forrest, secretary and Mrs. Cecil 
Mills, treasurer. The school faculty members were Miss Jessie Fowler, 
Mrs. Thelma Hansford an<d-Mrs. Thelma Hansford and Mrs. Thelma Mills. 

The P.T.A. sponsored the sale of milk at the school during the 
lunch period; purchased $15.00 worth of playground equipment; assisted 
in the used clothing drive for U.N.R.R.A.; had the children's summer 
round-up; had a Fathers Night banquet; promoted a Special Child 
Health Day program; had representation at all county and district 
Federation meetings. Seaford P.T.A. felt honored in giving to the 
County Federation its President, Mrs. Robert L. Hansford for 1944-45. 
The Association observed Founder's Day as usual and met all Banner 
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League requirements through its year's activities. 

The same P.T.A. officers served in 1945-46. There was a 
change of one teacher; Mrs. Lois Presson replaced Mrs. Thelma Mills 
as primary teacher. 

The Association participated in, or contributed to Red Cross; 

T. B. Seals and bangles; March of Dimes; Founder's Day with suitable 
program and contributions; replenished the First Aid Kit; bought art 
supplies for the school; ahd nine regular meetings and a Halloween 
Party, A Valentine Party and a Washington's Birthday supper when 
$102.00 was added to the treasury. 

The final meeting of Seaford P.T.A. was held on September 10, 

1946 at the school house in Seaford. Mrs. Raymond Forrest, president; 
Mrs. Howard Sparrer, vice-president, Mrs. Hertford Boyd, secretary 
and Mrs. Calvin Presson, treasurer, were the officers. 

The affairs of Seaford P.T.A. were completed, as the school 
was closed and the children were sent by busses to Yorktown School. 
There being no further need of a local P.T.A. the membership was trans¬ 
ferred to the Yorktown P.T.A. 

Thus came to a close 30 years of service to Seaford School 
through the activities of its Parent-Teacher Association. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hogg Ironmonger 

—Historian 


September 1946 
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